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Environmental Damage

Dams and Other 
Infrastructure

Pollution Wildfires Pillage of Natural 
Resources



Possible Causes of 
Action
Criminal

• War Crimes 
• Widespread, long-term and severe damage to 

the environment (Rome, AP I) 
• Intentionally directing attacks against civilian 

objects (Rome, AP I) 
• Destruction of property and pillage (Rome, AP I) 
• Protection of works and installations containing 

dangerous force (AP I) 
• Ecocide (Ukraine + 14 countries)

Civil 

• Liability premised on illegal, aggressive war

• Pillage 



Possible Forums

• Ukrainian courts 

• International Court of Justice

• International Criminal Court

• Other courts and tribunals

• Register of Damages  



Challenges 

• Assessing impacts when you do not 
control the territory

• Complications of military necessity, 
dual use, and proportionality

• Identifying individual perpetrators 
and demonstrating responsibility

• Securing personal jurisdiction over 
defendants

• Funds for compensation  



Calls to action

1. Provide technical assistance for data 
collection and processing 

2. Share legal and economic expertise on 
prosecuting environmental crimes (and 
other violations) 

3. In due course, prosecute pursuant to 
universal jurisdiction 



Contact us at: 
bruch@eli.org
dibble@eli.org
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