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Acknowledgement of

The NSW Environment Protection Authority acknowledges S
the Traditional Custodi: s of th 1 on whi€h we live and
work, honours the ancestors and the Elders both past and
present and extends that respect to all Aboriginal peepte

We recognise Aboriginal peoples’ spiritual and culture
connection and inherent right to protect the land, waters,
skies and natural resources of NSW. This connection goes
deep and has since the Dreaming.

We also acknowledge our Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander employees who are an integral part of our diverse
workforce, and recognise the knowledge and wisdom
embedded forever in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
custodianship of Country and culture.
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« NSW EPA’s approach focuses on environmental
stewardship — essential to tackling climate change and
achieving a circular economy.

* Focus on outcomes-(not the instrument) —-focus first on the
ultimate outcome, and how to influence the system towards
It.

* Collaboration, deep listening & empathy enable meaningful
dialogue.

« Humility- speak only when it improves the silence, and listen
first.
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Under the EPA's Statement 2827 4.
of commitment to Aboriginal
people ..we commit to:

work in respectful partnership with Aboriginal peoples

U

» actively learn from and listen to Aboriginal voices, culture and knowledge

» respect Aboriginal people’s knowledge and science as an equal to western science

» weave Aboriginal knowledges and science with conventional science into the EPA’s decision making
« act boldly and bravely to play our part to mend and heal Country together

« ensure Aboriginal knowledge, science and indigenous cultural intellectual property is protected, and
Aboriginal people have free, prior informed consent

« address both the tangible and intangible cultural elements of environmental protection

« deliver on results that have direct benefits for Aboriginal communities

* embed consistent, meaningful, and trustworthy engagement with Aboriginal communities
» develop Aboriginal cultural competency across the agency

* increase Aboriginal employment across the agency to exceed public sector Aboriginal employment
targets and to identify specific occupational gaps

* monitor the impact of the Commitment to Aboriginal peoples, Country, culture and spirit.
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Climate Change: A wicked — 2&i ..
problem requiring systemic
transformation

« Climate change requires collective action across industries,
governments, and communities.

« NSW EPA’s Climate Change Policy focuses on three pillars: Inform
& Plan, Adapt, Mitigate.

« Stakeholder partnerships ensure we build resilience and reduce
emissions.
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The Circular Economy: A Key &&#7 %3
Component of Climate Action
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 Moving from a ‘take, make, dispose’ model to a circular
economy is crucial.

* Circular practices reduce waste, lower emissions, and
boost economic growth.

* Innovation and participation from all stakeholders are
key to making this transition successful.
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Engaging Communities and 2
Building Trust
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 Go FOGO program is helping NSW meet its net zero emissions
from organic waste by its 2030 target.

« Embedded Battery Trial is aiming to reduce battery-related fires,
with 21 councils involved.

« Taking solutions to the community through strong relationships
with councils is integral to building public trust and increasing
participation in circular economy initiatives.
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Strengthening the
regulatory toolkit

 New EPA regulations strengthen penalties and enforce fairness in
environmental compliance.

« NSW now has the strongest penalties in Australia for serious
offences, especially around waste and asbestos.

 New tools help tackle illegal dumping and improve compliance
across all sectors.
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Partnerships for Progress &%
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« Strong partnerships are essential to protecting the environment
and achieving long-term sustainability.

« Collaboration with councils, industries, and communities drives
meaningful circular economy solutions.

« Together, we can innovate and build a future where environmental
protection and economic growth go hand in hand.
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