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Environmental Laws in Lebanon
On the constitutional level: The  Lebanese constitution does not include a reference to the issue of the environment, and 

this may unfortunately be due to the political situation and priorities that existed when the constitution was amended in 1990, 

despite the importance of including the subject of the environment in the constitution because this contributes to ensuring that

man-made laws comply with environmental priorities.

At the level of environmental legislation: In Lebanon, there are many international sources of environmental legislation, 

such as conferences, conventions and international treaties that Lebanon has approved or acceded to. 

The environmental laws and regulations in Lebanon came to interact with the principles enshrined in international treaties on

the protection of the environment and integrate with their content, and to organize an effective and rational management of 

environmental management in a way that facilitates the work of the relevant ministries and public and private institutions in

accomplishing their role in this regard and gives the citizen and the human being in Lebanon immunity in a better quality of life 

in the future and sensitizing the importance of that citizen realizing his role as a watchdog over practices that are harmful to

the environment and as an effective participant in the sustainable development of the observed plans. And required to 

maintain a clean surroundings and a healthy environment.

The most important of these laws  is the Lebanese Environmental Protection Law No. 444 of 2002, which stipulated a set 

of steps and objectives to achieve the principles stipulated in international conventions and treaties to which Lebanon has 

acceded, and distributed among its articles contained in its seven chapters.
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Water sector 
The water sector in Lebanon suffers from pollution and the lack of 
water or its loss, due to many reasons:

• Causes related to human interventions and the human impact on 
nature, such as excessive sacrifice

• Natural factors: such as the impact of climate change on water 
resources in Lebanon

• Reasons related to the inability of the Lebanese state to manage 
this sector properly

For example, the pollution of the Litani River, which faces serious 
environmental challenges due to its passage through several 
residential and industrial areas whose waste is discharged into its 
waters. The factories surrounding the river dump their chemical waste 
in it without treatment, which increases the proportion of toxic 
substances in its waters, so it has become a carrier of diseases and 
pollutants and threatens biodiversity in its basin. Fertilizers and 
chemical pesticides used on farms also contribute to its pollution. 
This led to damage to the quality of water and pollution of the blue 
lands and water bodies associated with the river.
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The explosion left severe environmental impacts caused 

by huge amounts of waste, including hazardous and 

electronic waste and landfill. It also caused significant 

damage to household solid waste management 

infrastructure; pollution of the marine ecosystem around 

the site of the explosion; loss of vegetation in the city of 

Beirut; and short-term increase in asbestos-containing 

dust levels resulting from the demolition, rehabilitation 

and construction of damaged buildings. 

Many accidents have occurred around the world due to 

hazardous materials, but it is unlike the Beirut explosion 

on August 4, when 2,750 tons of ammonium nitrate 

exploded, resulting in one of the largest non-nuclear 

explosions in history.

Beirut Port 
Explosion Case
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Wars leave a heavy environmental legacy, as their effects extend for decades after 

the cessation of conflict, as toxic substances and remnants of war are among the 

most prominent elements that pollute the environment for a long time. Weapons 

containing materials such as depleted uranium and toxic chemicals cause pollution for 

decades, accumulating in soil, water and air, and these materials take centuries to 

degrade naturally, meaning future generations will continue to face environmental and 

physical health risks from this legacy. 

War is not just an immediate threat to lives, but a source of deep environmental 

destruction that extends for decades, which undoubtedly will have an impact not only 

on Lebanon but on the countries of the region, because Lebanon is the lung from 

which the Mediterranean breathes, this lung had a very large vegetation cover that 

burned a good part. Therefore, we put this matter in front of world public opinion, and 

in front of international gatherings and audiences that bear in mind the issue of global 

warming, the issue of desertification, and the issue of how to keep pace and adapt

Environmental Damage of the 
War on Lebanon
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Call to action
CTA 1  Working on a comprehensive law that 
adopts international principles of the environment.

CTA 2  Building an integrated penal legislative 
system in combating the encroachment on water 
resources, starting with the investigation of crimes 
committed in this field, through the referral of these 
crimes before the competent court, to the approval 
of a set of measures and penalties that the court 
can take to deter aggressors, with all of this 
surrounded by a set of guarantees that would help 
achieve effective control as soon as possible

CTA 3 Provide adequate financial support to 
combat environmental crimes and protect natural 
resources
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Thank you 
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