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The Aboriginal Map
of Australia



Aboriginal law/lore 
and governance is a:
• Place-based,

• Sacrelised,

• Collaborative,

• Self-regulating,

• Ecological stewardship system



The Relationalist Ethos
“Any notion of Aboriginal social and political order has to 

begin with the Aboriginal relationship to Land, which is 

primary: The Land is the source of the Law

The land created us, and we are obliged, forever, to care for 

it. It looks after us, we look after it. Our relationship with land, 

Country, provides the template for our relationship with each 

other”

Dr Mary Graham





Call to action
The legal systems of the Aboriginal Peoples of 
Australia are some of the oldest knowledge 
systems in the world and can offer important 
insights for present and future law and 
governance.

The mainstream legal systems in Australia and 
many other Western-style countries are ‘top 
down’ – this excludes local people from being 
able to protect the environment and support 
environmental law. 

The environment, people and the legal system, 
would benefit significantly if we link 
ecological stewardship obligations to 
citizenship and local governance.
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