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NOT SEEING THE FOREST FOR THE TREES
— UNDERSTANDING ILLEGAL LOGGING
AND THE BIGGER RULE OF LAW PICTURE

Transboundary impacts & collaboration to address climate emergencies;
pollution; biodiversity & wildlife crime; resources; or substances of concern

Laurie Dubriel - Senior Counsel

U.S. Department of Justice, Environment and Natural Resources Division
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Figure 1. A schematic representation of the timber supply chain. Sustainably and/or legally harvested timber originates
from appropriately managed logging concessions and is moved along the supply chain to log yards, saw mills, and
processing plants. Products are then moved from processing to the point of sale or are exported for processing and
reimported (often through multiple countries) before reaching the final point of sale. At each stage, illegally sourced timber
products can enter the supply chain. A range of scientific technologies (visual, chemical, and genetic) exist that can be used
to verify the legality of timber products at each stage of the supply chain.
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Opportunities for Improved Transparency in the Timber Trade through Scientific Verification
Andrew J. Lowe, Eleanor E. Dormontt, Matthew J. Bowie, Bernd Degen, Shelley Gardner, Darren
Thomas, Caitlin Clarke, Anto Rimbawanto, Alex Wiedenhoeft, Yafang Yin, Nophea Saski
November 2016; BioScience 66(11):990-998
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ILLEGAL LOGGING
Scale of the Issue s 500 MILLION ANNUALLY

and depressed wood prices.

forest products industry
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The Retail Value of Transnational Crime USDA g
Counterfeiting $923 billion to $1.13 trillion fome ity News  Security Threats  Maserine  About ADE
Drug Trafficking $426 billion to $652 billion

- LU o it Criminal Syndicates Drives
Human Trafficking &% $150.2 billion Insecurity )

lllegal Mining & $12 bllion to $48 billion S

IUU Fishing o $15.5 blllion to $36.4 billion

lllegal Wildlife Trade $5 billion to $23 billion : e
Crude Oll Theft $5.2 billion to $11.9 billion

Small Arms & LI -

Weapons Trafficking $1.7 billion to $3.5 billion
Organ Trafficking $840 million to $1.7 billion

2 B lllegal logging makes billions for gangs,
_ il $1.2 billion to $1.6 billion ~| report says

, : By Richard Black
a8 Environment correspondent
\

lllegal logging generates $10-15bn (£7.5-11bn)
around the world, according to new analysis
from the Worid Bank.

: @ Source: Transnational Crime and the Developing World




Holistic Approach to Combat lllegal Logging
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» Executive Orders
» 14008 - Tackling the Climate
Crisis at Home and Abroad

» 14060 — Establishing the US
Councilon TOC

» 14072 — Strengthening the
Nation’s Forests, Communities,
and Local Economies

John F. Lacey

Lacey Act

» Two Most Common
Charges

» Trafficking
» False Labeling
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USTR Announces Agreement Between the United
States and Vietnam to Resolve Timber Section 301
Investigation

October 01, 2021
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TIMBER Group continues battle
against illegal timber trafficking
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