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Adapt
Developing and implementing programs 
and regulatory approaches to ensure EPA 
and its regulated industries are more 
prepared for, and resilient to climate 
change impacts

Mitigate 
Establishing cost-effective approaches to 
support further emissions reductions in 
key industry sectors, or part sectors

Inform & plan 
Working with industry, government and 
experts to improve the evidence base, 
decision making and regulatory response 
to climate change

https://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/your-environment/climate-change 

https://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/your-environment/climate-change


We 

are 

here

Bushfire Survivors for 
Climate Action v NSW EPA 
Court Judgment

Mid 2021

• Industry Advisory Groups 
(Mining & Agriculture)

• CC Horizon Scan 
published

Final  Policy and 
Action Plan released

Early 2023

• Draft EPA Policy & Action 
Plan (consultation)

• First climate-related 
financial disclosure (annual)

• Licensee CC survey
• Methane monitoring trials
• Guidelines for elec. firming 

infrastructure
• Sustainability Partnerships

Mid 2023

Late 2023

Late 2022

EPA Implementation 
Team established

Early 2024

Mid 2024

• Finalise CCARs
• State-wide consultation on EPA 

regulation of coal mines
• ‘Climate Essentials’ staff training
• Community & Environment 

Advisory Group

Late 2024
HEPA Climate Change 
Community of Practice

Mid 2022

• Draft Climate Change Assessment 
Requirements for Large Emitters 
(CCARs) (consultation)

• Commence monthly ‘Climate 
Conversations’ with EPA staff

The road to now

https://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/your-environment/climate-change/policy-and-action-plan/progress



Licensee climate change survey (2023)
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High level survey results for selected sectors

All sectors Ag sector Coal sector Waste sector

https://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/your-environment/climate-change/survey/results 

https://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/your-environment/climate-change/survey/results


Stakeholder sentiments 
• Broad stakeholder support for our Climate Change Policy and Action Plan

• Community and environment groups want to see more ambition and faster action

• Local councils want more support, information and engagement to help them 
fulfil their obligations

• Industry stakeholders want more flexibility, staged implementation, and more 
reliance of the Commonwealth Safeguard Mechanism. Want Australian 
governments, at all levels, to work to minimise duplication and increase 
harmonisation.

C L I M A T E  C H A N G E  A C T I ON  -  T H E  N S W  E P A ’ S  P OL I C Y ,  P ROG RE S S  &  P L A N S

https://yoursay.epa.nsw.gov.au/climate-change-policy-and-action-plan
https://yoursay.epa.nsw.gov.au/draft-climate-change-assessment-requirements-and-guide

https://yoursay.epa.nsw.gov.au/climate-change-policy-and-action-plan


Key focus for 2025-2026
• Finalising and implementing the Climate Change 

Assessment Requirements and Large Emitters Guide

• Initial thinking on climate change licensee requirements, 
including Climate Change Mitigation and Adaptation Plans

• Requirements for non-road diesel equipment

• Best Practice Guide for Coal Mines (other sectors to 
follow)

C L I M A T E  C H A N G E  A C T I ON  -  T H E  N S W  E P A ’ S  P OL I C Y ,  P ROG RE S S  &  P L A N S



Challenges 
• Busy and rapidly evolving policy landscape 

• Community expectations 

• The authorising environment

• Ambition vs practicality

• The size of the work program - resourcing and staff capability

• Industry capacity

• Our lived experience with disasters
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Developing a clear and robust 
regulatory framework that 

supports business and 
government objectives and that 
meets community expectations



Call to action
Explore the results of our survey

Our results may be indicative of the industry in your 
jurisdiction and could help support your regulatory 
proposals. 

https://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/your-environment/climate-
change/survey/results 

Join us on this regulatory adventure!

Take the opportunity to collaborate with other regulators on 
this challenging and rapidly evolving issue. 

We are stronger together! (e.g. AELERT/HEPA)

Amanda.Allan@epa.nsw.gov.au 

https://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/your-environment/climate-change/survey/results
https://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/your-environment/climate-change/survey/results
mailto:Amanda.Allan@epa.nsw.gov.au


Thank you
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