
PACIFIC APPROACH TO 
PRODUCT STEWARDSHIP
“An opportunity to Strengthen Sustainable Financing for Waste 
Management” 

Bradley Nolan – PacWastePlus Programme Manager

Secretariat of the Pacific Environment Programme



IN MARCH 2022, AT THE 
RESUMED FIFTH SESSION OF 

THE UN ENVIRONMENT 
ASSEMBLY (UNEA-5.2), A 

HISTORIC RESOLUTION WAS 
ADOPTED TO DEVELOP AN 
INTERNATIONAL LEGALLY 

BINDING INSTRUMENT ON 
PLASTIC POLLUTION, 

INCLUDING IN THE MARINE 
ENVIRONMENT
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What is Extended 
Producer 
Responsibility / 
Product Stewardship?
Extended Producer Responsibility schemes are:

systematic and organised approaches requiring producers 
either to:

• physically assume responsibility (and payment); or 

• ensure that costs are covered for the end-of-life 
management of the products and packages they sell, 
which become waste

The PACIFIC REGION is 
poised to be the first 

global region to 
implement 

PRODUCT STEWARDSHIP 
in all Countries!



SCHEMES IN THE 
PACIFIC

Operation 
FSM, Kiribati, Palau, RMI, 

Tuvalu 

Design / Expansion
Cook Islands, Fiji, Nauru, Niue, 

Samoa, Solomon Islands, 

Vanuatu

*Kiribati, Palau, RMI, Tuvalu

Feasibility Study 
Tonga, PNG



FSM

• PET

• Aluminum

Kiribati

• PET

• Aluminum

Palau

• PET, HDPE

• Aluminum

• Glass

• TetraPak

RMI

• PET

• Aluminum

Tuvalu

• PET

• Aluminum

• E-waste

• EOL vehicles

• ULAB

           86%              90%                84%                  85%                    67%

Source: https://www.reloopplatform.org/

Scheme 

Performance



• “Regionalise” Country 
Learnings 

• Assist Decision Making 
Process

• 21-step pathway
• “Do it Yourself” Workbook

PacWastePlus 
Support





What does effective design of 
Product Stewardship Look Like?

Consumer Administrator / 

Regulator

Manufacturer / 

Importer / 

Operator



Consumer

Administrator / 

Regulator

Waste Management Scheme

Designed for products to be 

returned, but requires 

government to assume all 

responsibility for collection 

infrastructure / networks etc. 

Not financially self-sustaining

What does effective design of 
Product Stewardship Look Like?



Consumer
Administrator / 

Regulator

Manufacturer / 

Importer / 

Operator
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Administrator / 

Regulator

Manufacturer / 

Importer / 

Operator

Revenue Raising Scheme

Community largely not 

engaged, limited collection 

depots; as costs rely on 

industry; low return rates
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Consumer Administrator / 

Regulator

Manufacturer / 

Importer / 

Operator
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Consumer Manufacturer / 

Importer / 

Operator

Voluntary Scheme

No Government oversight, 

entirely managed by industry, 

typically few redemption 

centres, usually not 

successful long-term (global 

experience)

What does effective design of 
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Consumer Administrator / 

Regulator
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Importer / 
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Consumer

Administrator / 

Regulator

Manufacturer / 

Importer / 

Operator

Extended Producer 

Responsibility Scheme

Well designed scheme, 

achieving recycling goals,

fair and transparent 

processes 

Social inclusion / community 

participation,

Government oversight 

enabling appropriate 

reporting, ensuring scheme 

achieves goals expected 

from constituents

What does effective design of 
Product Stewardship Look Like?



Call to action
Personal Action
Choose to purchase products that can be returned through 
a Product Stewardship Scheme (and return them!)

Advocacy
Advocate for robust effective scheme operation in 
Australia, as the Pacific (and the rest of the global 
community) is watching closely to determine possible 
scheme creation for their national circumstances

National Support
Advocate for Product Stewardship Scheme capacity to 
accommodate products from the Pacific – Markets are 
major barriers to activity.
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