Smarter Regulation of Australia’s Wast‘ed Food.

* THE HARM

* Australia wastes 7 6 m tonnes of food per year :
(2021 National Food Waste Feas:blllty Study)
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THE REGULATORY RESPONSES & PROBLEMS

* Australia’s target: Halving per capita food
waste by 2030

* Thisis based on SDG 12.3
* Reliance on voluntary measures such as the

Australian Food Pact (national) and Love

Food, Hate Waste education (state) v E
* Poor co-ordination of siloed regulators

across the system
 Poor information on levels of wasted food,

especially arising out of natural disasters

sargmremasmas - hate waste




THREE SMARTER SOLUTIONS FOR WASTED FOOD
Three calls to action:

1. Creating a national statutory food council;

2. Mandating large food businesses and
institutions (eg universities) measure &
publicly report on their levels of wasted food;
and

3. Strengthen legal standards for recycled
compost & biosolids - this is a growing
destination for increasing flows of wasted
food.
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CREATING A NATIONAL STATUTORY FOOD COUNCIL ‘

A statutory council populated by Cth departments
and food system regulators eg Dept. Agriculture,

Dept. Environment, ACCC, FSANZ & End Food Waste
Australia

Sub-committees of stakeholders and experts

What does it do?

Advise the Prime Minister on critical food system
issues, such as resilience, healthy diets and
sustainability, and monitor progress

Why do this?

It provides a for systemic oversight and monitoring,
breaks down silos and increases accountability o
regulators.

Momentum: see the Australian Parliament’s 2023 Australian Food Story Report, NSW
Parliament’s 2022 Food Production and Supply Report and the Victorian Food Security and
Food Systems Working Group, 2022 report Towards a Healthy, Regenerative, and Equitable
Food System in Victoria: A Consensus Statement.



MANDATORY REPORTING OF WASTED FOOD
Whatis it?

Require large businesses & institutions to measure &
report on the amounts and fates of their wasted food.

The reportis to be released annually on their websites
and sent the Cth EPA.

Why do this?
Aim regulation at hot spots.

Improve food system security by measuring waste
caused by disasters.

Improve the efficiency of food system.

Improve ability to report progress towards the national
target and SDG 12.3.

The English proposal to introduce such a scheme in 2023 but this has been delayed to 2025 at
the earliest.




OFFICIAL

STRENGTHENING THE LEGAL STANDARDS FOR RECYCLED
COMPOST AND BIOSOLIDS

What is it?

Many states (ACT, NSW, Victoria, SA and parts of QLD and \ﬂ- »
WA) are moving to separate collection of wasted food /
from households & businesses, so there will be more
compost & biosolids.

-

Most states allow compost & biosolids (de-watered,
treated human sewage) on agricultural land.

Why do this?

This creates safe and sustainable markets for recycled
wasted food products and keeps agricultural land safe.

There has been a national review of standards for recycled organics (2022) but
this has not resulted in any action on biosolids. The NSW EPA is currently
reviewing its regulation of biosolids as the current standard is 25 years old.
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