
STRENGTHENING 
COORDINATION FOR DISASTER 
WASTE MANAGEMENT 

“An opportunity to Strengthen Resilience and Environmental Justice” 

Bradley Nolan – PacWastePlus Programme Manager

Secretariat of the Pacific Environment Programme



Natural Disasters in the 
Pacific
The Pacific region is identified to be most prone to 
disaster and climate risks, cyclones, landslides, 
flooding, drought, earthquakes and even tsunamis. 

Natural disasters are associated with generation of 
large volume of waste, damage waste management 
facilities, and disruption to waste services posing a risk 
to public health which through direct or vector-induced 
exposure. 





Understanding Disaster 
Risk Reduction
Disaster Risk Management includes two elements: 

• Responding to a natural disaster 

• Investing into ways of reducing or mitigating the effect of hazards. 



Regional Policies on 
Disaster Waste 
Management & 
Resilience 

The Pacific has developed a nested system of Strategies 
and Structures, adopted by all Countries and Territories, 
and used by the Regional Organisations and National 
Governments to drive Strategies, Develop Projects, and 
implement activities to ensure all outcomes are linked, and 
build to a common benefit to all people of the Pacific 
Region.



Regional Policies on 
Disaster Waste 
Management & 
Resilience 



Regional Policies on 
Disaster Waste 
Management & 
Resilience 
2050 Strategy for the Blue Pacific

Ensuring the health and wellbeing of our people, and to 
human rights and equity for all. 



Regional Policies on 
Disaster Waste 
Management & 
Resilience 
Framework for Resilient Development in the Pacific

An integrated approach to address climate change and 
disaster risk management 



Regional Policies on 
Disaster Waste 
Management & 
Resilience 
Pacific Regional Disaster Waste Management Guideline

Assist Pacific Island Countries (PICs) in the management of 
Disaster Waste (DW) with focus on key operational activities.



Harmonisation of Regional Waste 
Management and Disaster Risk  Management

Main elements of action to ensure 
harmonised approach to disaster 
waste management throughout 

the Region

IDENTIFY

PRIORITISE

IDENTIFY

CONFIRM



Harmonisation of Regional Waste 
Management and Disaster Risk  Management

Activities to be carried out before 
and after a disaster to ensure that 
waste generated following these 
events are effectively managed. 

IDENTIFY

PRIORITISE

IDENTIFY

CONFIRM



Harmonisation of Regional Waste 
Management and Disaster Risk  Management

The management of hazardous and 
difficult wastes 

IDENTIFY

PRIORITISE

IDENTIFY

CONFIRM



Harmonisation of Regional Waste 
Management and Disaster Risk  Management

The disposal process for different 
waste types generated from the 

disaster event

IDENTIFY

PRIORITISE

IDENTIFY

CONFIRM



Harmonisation of Regional Waste 
Management and Disaster Risk  Management

Roles of community members in the 
assessment, collection, storage, 

and safe disposal of disaster waste 
stages of activity 

IDENTIFY

PRIORITISE

IDENTIFY

CONFIRM



Waste Management and 
Disaster Risk  Management Challenges

COORDINATION

LOGISTICS

IMPACT

EQUITY

SCALE
Difficulty in coordinating between local, state, and federal 

agencies

Collection, transport, and disposal challenges

Risk of pollution and ecological harm

Disproportionate impact on vulnerable communities

Large quantities and diverse types of debris



Call to action
Ongoing Capacity Building for Pacific National Disaster 
Management Office must include Disaster Waste 
Management 

Need to Ensure that Relief aids to Pacific Island 
Countries are relevant and does not generate additional 
waste such as expired food cans and warm clothes that 
can not be used

Support on provision of Markets to receive Hazardous 
Wastes generated within Pacific Island Countries after a 
Natural Disaster
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