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Defining an incident

• Uncontrolled accidental or deliberate release 

• Involves environmental harm and the regulator has a 
role; and/or

• community perception or outrage the regulator should 
be involved in response to the incident; and/or

• are not routine and involves committing resources for 
response, investigation and recovery.



Regulation in incident 
response
The EPA is responsible for protection of the environment and human health. Incident 
response is part of regulation and protection of the environment. 

• State regulator for waste management and pollution. 

• Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1991 

• Businesses and agencies who operate under an Environment Protection 
Licence (EPL) are required to self-report incidents occurring on their properties, 
O1.1 – Operate in a proper and efficient manner. 

• Source > Pathway > Receptor

• EPA partner’s with combat agencies and other government agencies to respond 
to incidents where there is likely to be or there is potential for there to be an 
impact on the environment or harm to human health  



Patterns to inform 
campaigns
Dangerous goods 

Lithium ion batteries

Waste storage

Identify important problems, fix them, promote them



Real examples
• 12 mile creek diesel spill – multi agency response, 

regulatory tools to achieve good outcomes

• Opal paper factory – site practices contributing to 
incident, regulation to prevent further ignitions

• Lithium ion batteries, - technology outpacing regulation



Call to action
CTA 1 - Lean into incident response and explore how we 
can work with combat agencies, form strong 
relationships for seamless response

CTA 2 -Look for patterns to identify where regulatory 
effort should be directed. 
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