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Program Objectives and 
obligations 

Montreal Protocol

Regulating import, manufacture and export of 
controlled substances

Protecting the environment by reducing the 
emissions of ozone depleting substances and 
synthetic greenhouse gases by regulating their 
usage within Australia.

Australian Government  2024

Ozone hole 1979 vs 2008
NASA 2008

https://www.dcceew.gov.au/environment/protection/ozone/hfc-phase-down/hfc-phase-down-faqs#australias-phasedown-schedule
https://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/IOTD/view.php?id=38835
https://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/IOTD/view.php?id=38835


Regulated Refrigerant 
Lifecycle

• Import restrictions
• Trading authorisations
• Technician licensing
• Recovery requirement
• Product stewardship → destruction
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Current challenges: Energy 
Transition

An electric car
Image, Tomas Freres

A battery bank
Image: Jelson25

• Refrigerant use supporting the energy transition

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Elektroauto_CCS_HPC.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Elektroauto_CCS_HPC.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Datacenter_Backup_Batteries.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Datacenter_Backup_Batteries.jpg


Future challenge: HFC 
Phasedown

Licence holder growth 2005-24

1 • Refrigerant/equipment 
restrictions → reduction in 
regulated community

2 • Continued import and end-of-
life focus

• Near peak in licences-- 
emphasise relationship with 
industry

3



Conclusion

Effective regulation: to address the lifecycle of regulated 
substances

Think about what success looks like: it could involve shrinkage 
or expansion of the regulated sphere? 

Collaboration with industry as a co-regulator has been key to 
Australian success to implement Montreal Protocol obligations
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