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Workshop 4: Biodiversity; environmental planners; wildlife crime; park & land 
management

REGULATORY CAPTURE AS A DRIVER 
OF BIODIVERSITY HARM

Dr Marie Doole – Director

Mātaki Environmental 
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Problem definition

Biodiversity loss is 
accelerating globally 

Considerable law and policy is
in place

What's going wrong?
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Regulatory capture
The processes and conventions by which vested 
interests excessively influence a regulatory system, 
becoming particularly problematic if the public 
interest is undermined for the benefit of regulated 
parties. Capture may be subtle to blatant and have 
impacts from individual transactions to 
constitutional settings. It can occur at all stages of 
the political and policy cycle and agency and 
individual levels. Its impacts are typically 
cumulative in increasing the likelihood that the 
public interest outcome/s of the regulatory system 
will be compromised.
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Diagnosis

1. The motivation behind the behaviour is to secure 
personal or sector benefit, which will arise generally at 
the expense of the public interest.

2. The conditions in the regulatory system that have 
allowed the capture to occur (noting capture is rarely 
expressly unlawful).

3. The consequence of capture is adverse for the public 
interest.



OFFICIAL

OFFICIAL

A visual representation....
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Call to action
CTA 1

Recognise how regulatory capture operates throughout the 
regulatory system, rather than simply on the operational 
front line

CTA 2

Proactive mitigation is essential to safeguard biodiversity 
as doing so typically runs counter to objectives of vested 
interests
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