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THREE CASES TO UNDERSTANDING 
TIMBER TRAFFICKING

Laurie Dubriel – Senior Counsel

U.S. Department of Justice, Environment and Natural Resources Division



U.S. v. Lumber 
Liquidators, Inc.
• DOJ received info from an NGO

• Russian Far East is home to:
• Mixed broadleaf forests of Korean Pine 

(CITES-III) & Mongolian Oak (CITES-III)
• Last 450 wild Siberian tigers (CITES-I)
• Last 47 Amur leopards (CITES-I)

• Both dependent on Mongolian oak and 
Korean pine forests for hunting & prey 
species (boar and red deer rely on pine 
nuts & acorns)

• Greatest threat to survival is illegal 
logging



U.S. v. Lumber 
Liquidators, Inc.
• One felony violation, four misdemeanor 

violations
• First felony conviction under Lacey Act 

timber amendments

• Largest Lacey Act criminal penalty ever
• $7.8 million criminal fine
• $1.2 million community service payments
• $4.5 million in forfeiture

• Detailed factual statement
• Environmental Compliance Plan

• Annual auditing and reporting to the court

• 5 years probation



U.S. v. Global Plywood 
and Lumber Trading LLC
➢ Pled guilty to Lacey Act 

misdemeanor
➢ $200,000 USD restitution to Peru
➢ $5,000 USD criminal fine

➢Transferred funds from Mexico to 
United States to ensure compliance

➢ No probation or compliance plan
➢ No charges against manager

➢Agreed to debrief with Homeland 
Security 

M/V Yacu Kallpa



U.S. v. Global Plywood 
and Lumber Trading LLC
“It’s simply not sufficient to rely on the representations of 
suppliers, given the risk that it would be receiving illegally-
harvested materials, if it’s buying low-cost materials, and 
given the significant environmental impact that can have 
when timber is harvested illegally in Peru and elsewhere 
throughout South America. And, frankly, the rainforest in 
South America affects the whole world…

All of that reflects the extremely serious nature of what took 
place and should serve as a deterrent to others that the 
importer bears some responsibility to exercise due care.”

Judge’s 
Perspective



Trade 
Routes 
Involved

U.S. v. Quintana, et al.
U.S. v. Angelbello



U.S. v. Quintana, et al.
➢ 57 months imprisonment

➢ $42 million USD in forfeiture

➢ $1.6 million USD for storage costs
➢ additional $9 million of plywood 

seized when abandoned at the 
ports – donated

➢ 3 years supervised release with 
special conditions
➢ No involvement in import/export 

of any products protected by 
Lacey Act

➢ 3 years probation

➢ 90 days home confinement

➢ 150 hours community service

➢ $3,000 USD fine 

U.S. v. Angelbello



Call to action
CTA 1  Greater coordination between 
consumer countries and countries of 
harvest to interdict illegal timber and wood 
products in the global supply chain. 

CTA 2 Greater collaborations between public 
and private sectors and civil society to 
combat timber trafficking and promote legal 
trade.
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