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New regulatory approaches that will apply to more than 60% of the ocean
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Treaty overview

Regulates access and 
collection of marine 

organisms and benefit sharing

Creates a framework to 
establish high seas marine 

protected areas (MPAs)

New environmental impact 
assessment (EIA) process for 

high seas activities

Capacity building to help 
countries implement the 

treaty
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EIA framework

• Key stages of the process similar to
Australia’s national environmental 
legislation – screening, scoping, 
assessment, mitigation, decision, 
monitoring, reporting

• Public consultation and 
transparency required throughout 
the process

Wind farm construction platform. Credit: EWE​



OFFICIAL

OFFICIAL

Notable characteristics

• Transparency requirements for 
assessment of activities within national 
waters with potential to impact high 
seas

• Tiered screening threshold and 
exemption for activities assessed 
under an equivalent EIA framework

Bus stop advertising outside UN Headquarters. Credit: H Synnott
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Australia’s approach

• Parliament’s Joint Standing 
Committee on Treaties has 
recommended Australia ratify 

• Intend to introduce standalone bill to 
Parliament including provisions to 
implement the EIA requirements, so 
Australia can ratify ahead of the 
treaty entering into force

Minister Wong signs the treaty.
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Call to action

• Encourage stakeholder and 
community engagement in the 
assessment of high seas activities

• Use the treaty to increase 
cooperation across borders to 
address shared and transboundary 
challenges 
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Thank you
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